Foreword

It is with great pleasure that we present this exhibition commemorating the 110th birthday of Higashiyama Kaii, whose extensive body of refined
and deeply emotional landscape paintings continues to attract a wide audience.

Higashiyama Kaii was born in Yokohama in 1908 and studied Nihonga ( Japanese-style painting) at the Tokyo School of Fine Arts (now Tokyo
University of the Arts). After studying for approximately two years in Germany, he was drafted in the Pacific War. Although Higashiyama faced a
series of difficult trials, including the death of several relatives, these hardships helped open his eyes to the power of beautiful landscapes. After the
war, he produced a succession of masterpieces, many of which were shown in the Nitten ( Japan Fine Arts Exhibition), and left an important mark
on the Japanese art world, receiving the Japan Art Academy Prize in 1956 and the Order of Cultural Merit in 1969. By earnestly confronting nature,
Higashiyama created a deeply reflective world of art, which was lauded for its universal qualities and its expression of the Japanese natural outlook
and ethos. The artist remains highly esteemed even today nearly 20 years after his death.

Consisting of a selection of 68 paintings and 45 studies and sketches, this exhibition includes Afterglow and Road, which established Higashiyama’s
reputation as a landscape painter after the war, depictions of European scenery, the highly atmospheric series Four Seasons in Kyoto, the murals
made for Miei-do Hall at Toshodai-ji Temple in Nara, which are seen as the summation of the artist’s career, and Higashiyama’s late landscapes,
which seem to reflect his inner state. Of particular note is a reproduction consisting of the 68 works Higashiyama made for fissuma sliding doors
and alcoves at Miei-do Hall, a project that required some ten years from conception to completion. This display promises to give visitors a special
opportunity to experience the spirit of the artist, who believed that painting was akin to prayer.

In closing, we would like to express our heartfelt appreciation to Toshodaiji and all of the collectors and museums who kindly agreed to loan us
valuable works from their collections. We would also like extend our sincere gratitude to Daiwa Securities Group for their special cooperation, and to
Daiwa House Industry Co., Ltd., TOPPAN PRINTING CO., LTD., TOYOTA MOTOR CORPORATION, Panasonic Corporation, MITSUI & CO., LTD.,
and Iwatani Corporation (Kyoto exhibition) for their generous support. Last but not least, we would like to thank the artist’s family and all of the

many others for their understanding and assistance in helping us realize this exhibition.
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