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Greeting

It is with great pleasure that we present bauhaus imaginista: Corresponding With in cooperation with the
Bauhaus Kooperation Berlin Dessau Weimar, the Goethe-Institut, and the Haus der Kulturen der Welt
(HKW), Berlin, on the occasion of the centenary of the Bauhaus.

The Bauhaus, a progressive and comprehensive school for art and design, was established in the German
city of Weimar in 1919. Next year, 2019, marks the school’s 100th anniversary. In the “Bauhaus Manifesto,”
published at the time the school opened, the institution’s first director, Walter Gropius, called for the
integration of all art forms through the practice and mastery of handiwork in order to create architecture,
and furthermore, a society that would be suitable for a new age. The school’s educational philosophy and
curriculum exerted a tremendous influence all over the world.

This exhibition is part of bauhaus imaginista, an international project to reappraise the contemporary
significance of the Bauhaus. Featuring over 100 items, including reference materials, documents, and
students’ works, the exhibition illuminates the educational philosophies and curriculum of the German,
Japanese, and Indian schools, which were founded at approximately the same time. There is a special
emphasis on the way in which workshop training and preliminary courses were received and developed in
areas with different historical and cultural backgrounds such as Japan and India. With the “Bauhaus
Manifesto” as a starting point, the exhibition provides us with an opportunity to reconsider education
rooted in a union of theory and practice as well as the potential and importance of social reform, the
relationship between globalization and locality, and the diverse range of cultural activities and interactions
that are based on these things. Moreover, the essence of the exhibition will be presented in the final
installment of the project bauhaus imaginista, an exhibition be held at the Haus der Kulturen der Welt in
Berlin in the spring of 2019.

In closing, we would like to express our sincerest gratitude to our co-organizers and the other German
organizations that have provided us with their unstinting cooperation in realizing this event. We would
especially like to thank the Federal Government Commissioner for Culture and the Media, the Federal
Foreign Office, and the Federal Cultural Foundation for their support. Finally, we would like to extend our
heartfelt appreciation to the domestic and foreign institutions that allowed us to borrow valuable works
from their collections as well as the many other individuals who provided us with their support and
assistance.
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